
The unmatched Italian quality 
in mechanical field has a na-
me: Brugola Industriale, for-

merly known as Oeb, (Officine Egi-
dio Brugola), the company famous 
throughout the world for having in-
vented the hexagon socket head 
screw, which is the realization of an 
ideal in industrial policy: 100% ma-
de in Italy, 100% export. “The who-
le turnover comes from the motor 
screws. Our high-tech components 
are used for the production of en-
gine for automotive giants, mainly 
Volkswagen, Ford, Renault, Opel” 
, Egidio Brugola explains, vice-pre-
sident, the third generation of the 
family, the son of the gentleman 

Gianantonio and grandson of Egi-
dio, inventor of Allen screws and 
wrenches and founder of the ho-
monymous workshop in 1926. “My 
grandfather was an artist, as well as 
a forward-thinking entrepreneur, far 
ahead of its time. He represented 
the epitome of Italian creativity. Af-
ter his untimely death, my father, ve-
ry young, followed his path, moving 
from a focus on production of  Al-
len screws to production for car en-
gines. He is an inventor too, having 

created the Polydrive method, an in-
novative multi-faceted wrench that 
allows a greater tightening with less 
effort, now used in the production 
of some kind of engines around the 
world. In addition to having identi-
fied a new market niche between the 
eighties and nineties, my father then 
pointed to internationalization. It 
was necessary to “take the case and 
leave”, the vice president says. Fa-
cing with an initial distrust in Ita-
lian identity which is often identi-
fied only with fashion, design and 
cuisine, the gentleman Gianantonio 
Brugola  was able to gain internatio-
nal customers by focusing on consi-
stent quality of products and affir-

ming the value of the technological 
“Made in Italy”. “My father has iden-
tified a strategic area for our fastener, 
especially focusing on the engine and 
on the screws with a high level of 
technology and performance. It was 
not easy to impose Italian products 
in countries such as Germany, to ma-
ke an example, but the excellence of 
our items is undeniable. Just consi-
der that each screw - to verify com-
pliance with tolerances and parame-
ters - is subjected to double check 

with high-tech  laser equipment. 
These items are zero-defect”, Bru-
gola says. With 300 employees in Ita-
lia - and 15 recent hires - four facto-
ries, several logistics centers in Italia, 
North America, Mexico, Spain, Ger-
many, an increase of 8% with a tar-
get of 125 million of revenues in 
2014, Oeb is about to bring its know-
how and its high specialization to the 
United States. “We will open in Mi-
chigan by 2015, taking advantage of 
the facilities offered by the US Sta-
te. We will be the exclusive supplier 
for Ford, which has decided to move 
to the US part of the European pro-
duction”. In other words, today a car 
out of four in the world contains in 

Three generations 
dedicated to the 
made in Italy 
excellence
Italian high-tech components 
conquer the world

16 July 2014 PLATINUM

Profiles

GB_pl_062_Inizio_Rivista_PROFILI.indd   16 14/07/14   16:36



Testo di Xxxxxxxxx Xxxxxxx - Foto di Xxxxxx XxxxxxTesto di Xxxxxxxxx Xxxxxxx - Foto di Xxxxxx Xxxxxx

its engine “Brugola” screws. And this 
trend will undoubtedly grow. Do not 
forget that three generations of fa-
mily continuity represent a guaran-
tee of corporate strength and source 
of satisfaction: the generational shift 
is often not a smooth and granted 
process. In the case of Oeb, they 
are generations handing down each 
other’s desire to improve, who are 
not enough satisfied with their re-
sults: “We try to figure out in advan-
ce the needs of the market. To this 
end, you need to move, to travel, to 
not complain without doing and  go 
to the conquest of customers. Do we 
set new goals? To reach them we in-
vest in new technologies to adequa-

tely develop new products”, Brugola 
notes. It is important to work in part-
nership with customers, establishing 
absolute confidence: “Also doing so 
it is possible to further improve  qua-
lity”. For the future Oeb wants to 
continue to grow. “We intend to re-
main one of the most advanced 
excellence in technology and inter-
nationalization, but we are very ke-
en to our country. Even if we ex-
pand in Michigan, Italia will always 
be the most productive center. We 
work in three shifts and, as already 
mentioned, we have recruited staff, 
in contrast to other companies” the 
businessman says. Egidio Brugo-
la intends to implement all the ide-

as of his father. “I am honored to be 
the grandson of Egidio Brugola and 
the son of gentleman Giannantonio. 
I intend to follow and complete the 
path taken by my father with consi-
stence and resourcefulness”, the ma-
nager says. “Even the opening in the 
US is the completion of a successful 
project already started”.  To accom-
plish all these aims, it takes intan-
gibles values, constantly present in 
the family and in the company. Cu-
stomer orientation, innovation in-
vestments, but also tenacity, passion 
for work, spirit of sacrifice, vision and 
realistic optimism. All features which  
Egidio Brugola seems to embody to 
perfection.

Jody Brugola
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